
ADDENDUM TO NICKAJACK RESERVOIR LAND    
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

In December of 1996 an Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed to consider 
amending Nickajack Reservoir Land Management Plan.  Land use allocations for Tract 
XNJR-1PT were changed from “industrial development” to “wildlife management” and 
Tract XNJR-3PT changed from “public recreation” to “public/commercial recreation and 
residential development”.  Tract XNJR-3PT was also made available to the private sector 
for recreation and residential development.  The EA resulted in a “Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) from the proposed land allocation changes.  

 

In January 1997 the TVA Board approved the amendment of the Nickajack Reservoir 
Land Management Plan to change the allocation for tracts XNJR-1PT and XNJR-3PT.  
Tract XNJR-1PT, 638 acres, formally industrial, was subdivided and 498 acres was 
reallocated to “wildlife management”.  The 498 acre tract is now identified as Tract 1a.       
The entire tract, XNJR-3PT changed from “public recreation” to “public/commercial 
recreation and residential”.   

 

TRACT NOS.  1 & 1a – 638 ac.   
 
       _         PLANNED USE:       Tract 1: Industrial Development – 140 acres          
                                                     Tract 1a: Natural Resources Management– 498 acres 
                                                                     
       _         RELEVANT DATA  
 
 
This tract is located on the Nickajack Dam Reservation.  In 1997, the TVA Board 
approved an additional allocation of Natural Resource Management affecting a 498-acre 
portion of this tract (Tract 1a). The remaining 140 acres (Tract 1) is adjacent to the 
Nickajack Dam and Shellmound Roads and remains allocated for Industrial Development 
purposes.  Tract 1a is now managed as a long-term Natural Resources Management Area. 
 
Tract 1 has good road access and rail service is within 3 miles of the site.  TVA’s Police 
office, Facilities Maintenance Base, and a Fire Training Center occupies 37 acres of this 
tract.  It also contains a 10-acre loblolly pine stand, a 75-acre mixed hardwood stand, a 
10-acre mixed Pine/Cedar/Hardwood stand, and 8 acres of open fields.  
 
Tract 1a is managed by TVA and various partners as TVA’s first natural resources unit 
management plan.  In 1997, stakeholder input along with TVA natural resource 
professionals assessed the conditions and used this data to develop a 25-year strategy to 
meet outdoor recreational uses by completing an EA.   The Lower Sequatchie River 
Management Unit Plan (Plan) was completed in 1999, which identified specified 
management practices based on resources, goals for improved wildlife habitat, and 



partnerships available for assistance.  At present, only “walk-in” access is available to 
these lands.  For habitat improvement purposes, some reverting areas are being 
maintained as early successional habitats to provide enhanced food and cover, exotic pest 
plant species are being controlled and wildlife food plots have been established.  
Partnerships assisting with implementation of the Plan consist of Ducks Unlimited, Quail 
Unlimited, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and local outdoor enthusiasts.   
 
Significant cultural resources exist on both tracts.  Historically significant structures 
include a house and a country church with an adjacent late 19th century cemetery.  
Cultural resource considerations may affect future use and development of these 
properties. The potential use of these tracts for development would require additional 
archaeological testing or mitigation of adverse impacts to archaeological sites.  In 2000, 
TVA applied rip-rap along 1,765 linear feet of river bank to protect the shoreline from 
further erosion.  
 
 
TRACT NO. 3 – 701.2 ac.  (See Addendum # 1)   
 
       _         PLANNED USE:                      Public Recreation 
                                                                    Commercial recreation 
                                                                    Residential Development 
 
       _         RELEVANT DATA  
 
 
This tract, referred to as Little Cedar Mountain (LCM), is located on the right bank of the 
reservoir and extends from Interstate 24 downstream to Nickajack Dam and offers a 
variety of development opportunities.  It has excellent to good physical capability for 
public and commercial recreation development and residential development.  
 
The original Nickajack Reservoir Land Management Plan (Plan), completed in January 
1990, allocated “public recreation” as the only planned use for this tract.  However, 
recognizing that changing economic conditions, TVA completed an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) in December 1996 to consider amending the Plan to change the land 
use allocation for this tract from “public recreation” to “public/commercial recreation and 
residential development” and make it available to the private sector for recreation and 
residential development.  In January 1997, the TVA Board approved this amendment. 
 
Cultural resource considerations may affect development. The use of this tract for 
development will require additional archaeological testing or mitigation of adverse 
impacts to cultural sites.   
 
TVA’s existing Shellmound Recreation area, located on this tract, includes a 45 unit 
picnic area with 2 shelters, a baseball field, a multiuse court, a toilet building, 
playground, paved boat ramp with courtesy pier, fishing berm, a 34 unit campground 
with toilet/shower building and dump station, a swimming beach, and ½ mile of hiking 



trails.  In addition, the Fall Color Cruise is conducted annually in October on this site and 
attracts several thousand visitors to the area over a two-week period.  Other recreational 
events that occur on this site include Boy Scout and Girl Scout activities and bass fishing 
tournaments. 
 
LCM contains 55 percent prime farmland and the soil erosion potential varies from 
moderate to severe.  Portions of the tract are currently licensed for row crop agricultural 
production.  Continued agricultural licensing will be an appropriate interim use until 
development occurs.  In order to closely follow Agricultural Best Management Practices, 
fields that had potential for soil erosion were converted from row-crop use to hay 
production. . 
 
A 37- acre pine plantation was established on LCM by TVA in 1984 after concerns of 
erosion problems were raised by the Marion County Soil Conserva tion Department.  The 
planting has stabilized the soil and is protecting the areas from further erosion. 
 
TVA entered into a cooperative agreement with the Chattanooga Chapter of Quail 
Unlimited in April 1986 providing for wildlife habitat improvement on a 400-acre portion 
of this tract.  Continued forest and wildlife resource management are appropriate interim 
uses until development occurs.  Aquatic bed wetlands occur along portions of the 
shoreline.  The aquatic plants in the Shellmound swim area are located in an herbicide 
treatment area.  
 
 


